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BACKGROUND:   
The Law Regulating the Press, Media, and the Supreme Council for Media Regulation (SCMR), Law No. 
180 of 2018, went into effect after it was ratified by President Abdel-Fattah El Sisi and published in the 
Official Gazette edition dated August 27, 2018. Despite opposition from the Egyptian Syndicate of Journal-
ists when it was still a draft and concerns regarding the constitutionality of the law set forth by the State 
Council, the House of Representatives approved the bill in its entirety in July 2018.  

SUMMARY:   
The law, referred to subsequently as the SCMR Law, prevents press entities, media outlets, or websites 
from publishing or broadcasting content that violates the Egyptian Constitution, professional ethics, and 
public order or morals; calls for breaking the law; or incites discrimination, violence, racism, hatred, 
or extremism. It also allows the SCMR to prevent a publication from being issued or distributed from 
abroad if there are national security concerns. The SCMR Law prohibits press, media, and websites from 
publishing or broadcasting false news and allows the censorship of content found to be in violation of 
this prohibition. For the purposes of this false news prohibition, personal websites, blogs, and social me-
dia accounts with 5,000 subscribers or more are considered to be media outlets. In addition to these re-
strictions on media content, the SCMR Law furthers a regulatory scheme that subjects outlets to a num-
ber of licensing and oversight requirements, including but not limited to hefty requirements for a permit 

process, a prohibition on journalists 
and media personalities from being 
able to collect donations for their 
work, and a provision that mandates 
the storage of any content issued by 
a media outlet for a period of at least 
12 months, during which the SCMR 
will enjoy access to such content.  

SIGNIFICANCE:   
The SCMR Law creates a restrictive 
media regulatory scheme that grants 
authorities broad discretion to cen-
sor or block content that is found to 
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restrictive media regulatory 
scheme that grants authorities 
broad discretion to censor or 
block content that is found 
to meet a number of vaguely 
phrased prohibitions. 

E G Y P T

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/306537/Egypt/Politics-/State-Council-concerns-about-draft-media-law-in-li.aspx
http://parlmany.youm7.com/News/4/233663/%D9%86%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A8
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meet a number of vaguely phrased prohibitions. Additionally, the scheme subjects media to a number of 
administratively burdensome requirements that make it difficult for them to be properly licensed as well 
as to function effectively. By furthering this scheme, Egyptian authorities severely constrain the ability 
of independent media outlets, citizen journalists, and even everyday citizens who are expressing their 
opinions on their personal social media accounts to speak freely and to express a narrative that may run 
contrary to that which the government has adopted.  

LEGAL CONTEXT: 
In early 2017, Sisi ratified the Law Organizing Press and Media Institutions, a piece of legislation that had 
created three new media regulators; following this ratification, Egypt’s parliament had been expected 
to pass a complementary law to govern more broadly the practice of journalism and the media field. 
Instead, however, the House of Representatives approved three entirely new media laws in July 2018 to 
overhaul the previous system: the SCMR Law, the National Press Authority Law, and the National Media 
Authority Law.

POLITICAL CONTEXT: 
The SCMR Law writes into law the govern-
ment’s continued crackdown against freedom 
of expression and the press. At the time of 
the law’s passage, over 500 websites had been 
blocked and the government had even attempt-
ed to censor the BBC for publishing a report 
documenting forced disappearances in Egypt. 
Government officials and allies had consist-
ently labeled media reports marginally critical 
of the government as “false news,” attempting 
to limit their credibility and maintain control 
over the narrative.  

ADHERENCE TO LEGAL NORMS: 
Egypt’s domestic and international legal obligations mandate that it respect the rights of its citizens to 
freedom of thought and opinion, freedom of expression, freedom of the press, freedom of publication, 
and the right to privacy. A legal scheme that threatens to censor even private citizens for their social 
media posts, severely constrains the ability of independent media outlets to become licensed and ef-
fectively function across the country without harassment, and grants broad discretion for authorities 
to block content that it deems to threaten “national security” very likely occurs in violation of these 
legal obligations. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/shadow_over_egypt


IMPLEMENTATION:   
Although implementing regulations for the SCMR Law have not yet been passed, the SCMR announced 
on October 21, 2018, that it would begin accepting licensing requests from websites for a period of two 
weeks. This period was extended by another two weeks on November 3, 2018. Those wishing to gain 

legal status for websites must regis-
ter them by providing information 
about their purpose and ownership 
and paying a licensing fee of 50,000 
Egyptian pounds. In November 
2018, it was leaked to the media that 
the head of the SCMR’s complaints 
committee had presented a draft by-
laws proposal that, if implemented, 
would set forth a number of serious 
punishments for media violations. 
Since the leak, the SCMR has down-
played the news and emphasized 
that the document was a draft.   

TEXT OF THE LAW:    
A link to the official text of the law in Arabic is available here. 
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TIMEP COVERAGE:   
• “Egypt’s New Media Regulations: Legislating State Control over Information” (TIMEP 

commentary)

• “Press Freedom in Egypt” (TIMEP brief) 
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http://scm.gov.eg/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%B6%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B9/
http://www.elbalad.news/3557205
https://madamasr.com/en/2018/11/21/news/u/leaked-proposal-of-media-bylaws-outlines-ambiguous-press-violations-imposes-hefty-penalties/
https://www.scribd.com/document/387536769/34%D9%85%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%B1-%D9%87%D9%80%D9%80%D9%80%D9%80-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86#download&from_embed
https://timep.org/commentary/analysis/egypts-new-media-regulations-legislating-state-control-over-information/
https://timep.org/commentary/analysis/egypts-new-media-regulations-legislating-state-control-over-information/
https://timep.org/reports-briefings/timep-briefs/timep-brief-press-freedom-in-egypt/

